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CHEIRURUS BEYRICH, 1845 (TRILOBITA): PROPOSED 
DESIGNATION OF CHEIRURUS INSIGNIS BEYRICH, 1845 AS A 
TYPE SPECIES. Z.N.(S.)2337 

By P. D. Lane ( Geology Department, Keele University, Staffs, ST5 5BG, 

U.K.) 


The generic name Cheirurus Beyrich, 1845, p. 5 was proposed to 
include species now assigned to a morphologically diverse family of 
trilobites. Amongst them were included the species C. insignis Beyrich, 1845 
and C. sternbergii (Boeck, 1828). 

2. Whidborne, 1889, p. 11 designated Trilobites sternbergii (Boeck) 
1827 (sic)= 1828, p. 37, as type species of Cheirurus. 

3. Barton, 1913, p. 547 designated Cheirurus insignis Beyrich, 1845 
as type species of Cheirurus. 

4. The first designation has been overlooked and T. sternbergii has, 
to the best of the author’s knowledge, never been used as type species of 
Cheirurus. 

5. The second designation has been followed by all subsequent 
authors. 

6. Strict application of the Code would result in the acceptance of T. 
sternbergii as type species of Cheirurus. However, T. sternbergii has been 
accepted as type species of Boeckia Pillet, 1965 {non Malm, 1870; nec Brady, 
1871; nec Brogger, 1882; nec Thomson, 1883; nec Grimm in Sars, 
1894 ) = Pilletopeltis nov. nom. Pfibyl & Vanek, 1973, p. 46. The name 
Cheirurus would be transferred from the genus to which it has been applied 
since 1846 (Barrande 1846a, p. 75; 1846b, p. 31) to the genus known since 
1972 as Pilletopeltis ; and a new name would have to be found for Cheirurus 
of authors. 

7. A list of 10 papers by 10 authors who use C. insignis as type 
species of Cheirurus is attached. 

8. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is 

asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of type 
species made for the genus Cheirurus Beyrich, 1845, prior to 
the designation by Barton, 1913, of Cheirurus insignis Beyrich, 

1845, to be the type species of that genus; 

(2) to place the generic name Cheirurus Beyrich, 1845 (gender: 
masculine) type species, by subsequent designation by Barton, 
1913, Cheirurus insignis Beyrich, 1845, on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name insignis Beyrich, 1845, as published 
in the binomen Cheirurus insignis Beyrich, 1845, (specific name 
of the type species of Cheirurus Beyrich, 1845) on the Official 
List of Specific Names in Zoology. 
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